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through Moravia; but when it runs into Slovakia, and
more so in Ruthcnia, difficulties will emerge. Hungary
now holds the Slovak and Ruthcnc lowlands, and it is
understood that German engineers have reported against
the construction of highways or railways across the
corrugated foothills of the Carpathians in Slovakia and
Ruthenia as at present constituted.
Accordingly the German-Czech and German-Hun-
garian rail agreements, concluded in November .1938,
assume greater importance. As Germany was able to
obtain the right to equal treatment on Czech and Hun-
garian lines in territory that was Slovak-Ruthcnc or is
still Czechoslovak, then why should not Germany be
able to extract from Hungary (lie same right to own a
strip of Slovak-Ruthcnc land, now Hungarian, in order
to builcl yet another German highway across it to the
Rumanian border? Indeed, there is no reason why
German strategic roacls should not now be begun
throughout the entire Danube Basin, for that basin fell
under Germany's control after Munich, and all the chief
geographical vantage-points are now dominated by Ger-
many.
Rumania and Poland, secure with their common
frontier behind the great arc of the Carpathians and the
Transylvanian Alps, might be able to wait a long time
before becoming threatened by Germany's control of
vital routes; but even in this case Poland has only the
Moravian Gap as an outlet to Central Europe, Adriatic,
or Mediterranean. That is now controlled by Germany
and Czechoslovakia. The German highways into Hun*
gary could be easily prolonged, by agreement with Jugo-
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